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PREFACE

AldoLeopold,aHomericfigureoftheAmericanenvironmentalmove-
ment,reflectedinhisessay“GoodOak”ontheworkofcuttingdowna
treeonhispropertyinruralWisconsin.Asthenewlyfiledsawbitthrough
thetrunk,woodspilledfromthecutandaccumulatedonthesnowin
frontofeachkneelingsawyer.Strokebystrokethesawdustpilesgrew.
Togethertheyrepresented“thechronologyofalifetimewritteninthe
concentricannualrings”ofthesturdyoak.
Thisevocativedescriptionofonce-familiarmanuallaborhasoften

beentakenasanallegoryfortheworkofhistory.Thelittlechipsofwood
pulledfromthetreebythesawarethehistorian’sfacts,formingarchives
orpilesofinformationaboutthepast.Loggersandhistoriansbothdraw
inferencesaboutlargerwholesfromthefragments(ofwoodorevidence)
exposedbytheirefforts,untilfinallythemetaphoricaltreefalls,anda
morecompletepictureofthepastisrevealedintheaccumulatedrecord
ofthestump.Theretheskilledinterpreterfinds,inthetracesoftreerings,
burnscars,andothermarks,thestoryofchangingcircumstances,of
droughtandtemperature,andofhumanpresenceacrosstheyears,just
asthehistoriancomposesarevealingaccountoflivesgonebyfromthe
linksandjuxtapositionsofinformationinarchivesandothersources.
ButtherewereothermessagesinLeopold’stale.Hisstorywasalsoabout
thecenturiesofnaturalhistorythatsustainhumanactivitiesonearth
andtheimportanceofthinkingethicallyabouttheintricateconnections
betweenpeopleandplaces,societiesandnaturethroughtime.
Thisseemsagoodplacetobegin,becausethisbook,likeLeopold’s

goodoak,hasdeeprootsandacomplexhistory.Itistheworkofalmost
adozenscholarsofdifferentages,fromverydifferentbackgrounds,
educatedinavarietyofdisciplinesandsettings,andtrainedinawide
rangeofdisciplines.Yetwefindcommongroundandunitedpurpose
inoursharedinterestinthepastandpresentofsouthernAfricaandin
thelargerissuesofsocialandenvironmentaljusticethatcontinueto
besettheworldinwhichwelive.Together,wealsohopetheinjustices
willbecomelessegregiousovertime,insomesmallwaythroughour



x |

collectiveeffortinthesepagesbutmoreefficaciouslythroughthegood
senseandgatheringwisdomofthegenerationsthatfollowus.
Theimmediateoriginsofthisbooklieinaconversationbetween

NancyJacobsandGraemeWynn,sparkedbythe2017announcementof
theprogramthemefortheannualconferenceoftheAmericanSociety
forEnvironmentalHistory(ASEH)in2018:“Environment,Power,and
Justice.”Graemehadrecentlyreturnedfromaspellasvisitingfellowat
StellenboschInstituteforAdvancedStudies,whichhaddrivenhomefor
himtheradicallydifferentdiscoursesaroundenvironment,power,and
justiceinsouthernAfricaandNorthAmerica.Recognizingtheparallels
betweenthenewprogramthemeandthetitleofNancy’s2003book,Envi-
ronment, Power, and Injustice: A South African History,hebroachedwithNancy
theprospectofdevotingasessionofthe2018conferencetoshowcase
southernAfricanworkonthetheme.Withaspecialsessionwithinhis
purviewtoorganizeasASEHpresident,thiswaseasilyachieved.Graeme
andNancyquicklyagreedthatJaneCarruthers(aleadingfigureamong
environmentalhistoriansinSouthAfrica,andrecentpastpresidentof
theInternationalConsortiumofEnvironmentalHistoryOrganizations)
shouldbeoneofourpanelists.Furtherconversationsamongthethree
ofusledustoapproachJacobDlamini,MuchapararaMusemwa,and
SandraSwartaspotentialparticipantsandhappilyfilloutthepanelwhen
theyagreedtoattendtheconferenceinRiverside,California.
“Environment,Power,andInjusticeinSouthernAfricanHistories”

provedtobealively,well-attendedsession,despiteits8:30a.m.start
timeonFridaymorning.SandraSwartspokeabout“TheAnimalinthe
Mirror—BaboonsandthePoliticsofPower”;JacobDlaminifocusedon
“Ka-Skukuza:TheKrugerNationalParkinthePoliticalCalculusofthe
Lowveld”;MuchapararaMusemwaaddressed“TheEnvironment-Power-
InjusticeNexusthroughtheLensofWaterinZimbabwe”;andJane
Carruthersofferedherthoughtson“PowertothePeople!Energy,En-
vironment,andEquityinSouthAfricanHistory.”
Buoyedbythisexchange,wethreeeditorsbegantoenvisagealarger,

morelastingfollow-upproject.Youholdtheresultinyourhands.In
retrospect,thepathfromRiversidetoOhioUniversityPresswasboth
moretortuousandmoregratifyingthanweenvisaged.Fouryearsof
hardworkliebetweentheconferenceandtheappearanceofthebook.
Webeganbyrecruitingcontributors—approachingcolleagueswhose
workonthegeneralthemeswehadinmindintriguedus—toaskfor
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suggestionsandtoextendinvitationstojoinus.Unfortunately,some
whomwehopedtoincludewereunable(orunwilling)tocommitto
theproject.Then,inevitably,therewereunforeseenbumpsalongthe
road,fromthepersonaltothepandemic;somewhoagreedtocontribute
withdrew;otherswhoparticipatedinitiallywereunabletocontinue;re-
strictionsontravelintroducedinresponsetotheCOVID-19situationin
March2020ledtothecancelationofmuchanticipatedopportunitiesto
meetandcollaborateinperson.Perhapsmostdisappointingly,awriting
residencyattheRockefellerCenterinBellagio,Italy,thatwouldhave
grantedtheeditorsopportunitytocollaborateontheintroductionand
afterwordfellvictimtothevirus.So,too,didacoupleofourcontributors’
scheduledvisitstoVancouvertopresentearlyversionsoftheirwork.
Ontheotherhand,therehasbeenmuchthatisgoodandremarkable

abouttheroadwehavetraversedtogether.Contributorscamethrough
inspadesandontimeandwereexemplaryinengagingwiththeco-
piouscommentsofhyperactiveeditors.GreenCollege,aresidential
collegeforgraduatestudentsandpostdocsfromacrosstheUniversity
ofBritishColumbia(UBC),andalivelycenterofintellectuallifeon
thecampus,providedfundingforathematiclectureseriesthatenabled
severalcontributorstopresentearlyversionsoftheirideastoengaged
audiencesbetweenSeptember2019andspring2020.Thesevisitswere
alsosupported,financiallyandotherwise,bythedepartmentsofHistory
andGeographyandtheAfricanStudiesProgrammeatUBC.Weextend
ourthankstoPrincipalMarkVessey,thestaffatGreenCollege,andthe
headsoftheotherdepartmentsandprogramsinvolvedfortheirimport-
antsupport.Togethertheyhelpedtoimpartmomentumtotheproject
thatsustainedit,despitetheearlywithdrawalofoneofourscheduled
speakers,thefailureofanother—whopresentedinVancouver—torevise
orsubmithiswork,andthedisappointmentofthosewhosespringtime
visitstothisfaircitywerestayedbythevirusthatturnedmuchofthe
worldinwardasthisbookcameintoshape.
Fromtheeditors’perspectivethisprojecthascarriedusonaHomeric

odyssey—aremarkableintellectualjourneyinthevirtualcompanyofour
contributorsandeachother.Wethinkitsafeandtruetosaythatnoneof
theessays,reflections,andargumentspresentedinthepagesthatfollow
arequitewhatanyofusenvisionedwhenwebegan—butthattheyare
thebetterforthat.TobelabortheAldoLeopoldreferencewithwhich
webegan,weeditorsmightbelikenedtothekneelingsawyers,butit
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istheworkofthecontributorswhosewritingappearsinthesepages
thathas,withoutquestion,raisedthegoodoakofhistoricalreflection
onmattersoftranscendingimportancetoevengreaterglorythanwe
imaginedpossibleattheoutset.
Finally,afewmorespecificacknowledgments.Thebeautifulmaps

inthisbookarealltheworkofEricLeinberger,theremarkablygifted
cartographerassociatedwiththeDepartmentofGeographyatUBC.
Hisskillintranslatingtheuncertainsketchesandverbalinstructionsof
thosewhothoughtthatamaportwomighthelpintovaluable,integral
partsofthebookisremarkable;hispatienceindealingwiththelocal
editorhasbeenequallyimpressive.Nobookseesthelightofdaywithout
theworkandsupportofmanypeoplewhosenamesneverappearinthe
tableofcontents.WethankJimWebb,ofColbyCollege,generaleditor
oftheseriesinwhichthisvolumeappears,andRickHuardofOhio
UniversityPress,fortheirsupportofthisproject.Weextendoverall
thankstothepressforitsexpertandcourteoushandlingofthepublishing
processandtoChristopherMerrettforhisskillfulcompilationofthe
index.Thecommentsofthetwoanonymousreviewersoftheoriginal
manuscript,commissionedbythepress,wereprobing,thoughtful,and
supportive;theydidmuchtotightenandimprovetheorganizationof
thebookandchallengedustomovebeyondtheplacethattimehad
allowedustoreachinoureditors’“endpapers.”ThePublicationFund
oftheHistoryDepartmentofBrownUniversitygenerouslypaidfeesfor
thecoverillustration,JohnnyMiller’s“unequalscene”ofthesegregated
landscapeofthetownofStellenbosch,thetownshipofKayamandi,and
themountainsbehind.Finally,weareverypleasedtorecognizethe
UniversityofBritishColumbia’sglobalcommitment,realizedhereby
itsdonationofaclothboundcopyofthisbooktofortyinstitutionsof
highereducationinLesotho,SouthAfrica,andZimbabwethroughthe
OfficeoftheVice-ProvostInternational.
Ultimately,thishasbeenateameffort,andweaseditorsareprivi-

legedtohavehadtheopportunitytoworktogether,andwithourfine,
thoughtful,andcreativecontributors.Wouldthatallacademicendeavors
encompassedsuchreassuring,intellectuallystimulating,andultimately
rewardingtoil.




